MINUTES OF THE SPARTA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES


September 10, 2012
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Sparta Public Library Board of Trustees was called to order by President Domenica McDonald on September 10, 2012 in the main study area.

Members present:






Absent:

Don Adams 


Domenica McDonald


Bob Taylor
  

Anne Bourner


Peggy Petkas





Richard Cavalier

 Fran Vallo


Mary Ann Clendenin


 


Steven Gerlach

Cristy Stupegia, Librarian

The minutes of the June 4, 2012 meeting were reviewed.  It was moved by Anne Bourner and seconded by Steve Gerlach to accept the minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report – Anne Bourner 

It was moved by Richard Cavalier and seconded by Fran Vallo to accept the June reports.

Peggy Petkas asked a few questions about the phones and the electrical outage.

It was moved by Steve Gerlach and seconded by Peggy Petkas to accept the July reports.

It was moved by Fran Vallo and seconded by Peggy Petkas to accept the August reports.

Domenica pointed out that we have almost $8,000 less in our balance than we did at the same time last year.  

All motions carried unanimously.

It was moved by Steve Gerlach and seconded by Fran Vallo to pay September bills and all outstanding bills.  Motion carried unanimously. 

It was moved by Don Adams and seconded by Fran Vallo to purchase the microphone/tape recording system recommended by Richard Cavalier.  Motion carried unanimously.  Cristy will purchase the system through Gary Gordon.  

Cristy reported on the battery back-up system for the phones.  CTS reported that the system is too old to be repaired.  They cannot get the parts for it anymore.  The board discussed the possibilities of different phone systems.  Cristy said that the library needs at least one desk phone and 3 portable phones, as well as an answering machine.  The board asked Cristy to check into costs of different phone systems.
Librarian’s Report – Cristy Stupegia

1.  Bob Taylor is our new board member.  Cristy Is scheduling closed meeting training with him.  He will start attending the board meetings in October, after his Habitat for Humanity obligations end.
2. The Per Capita application has arrived.

a. The board reviewed Chapter 9 and decided that we meet all requirements.

b. The board reviewed the tax funding of Illinois for public libraries.  We apply for seven out of nine listed.  Cristy pointed out that it “hurts” us to be located in a tax-cap county.  It was moved by Don Adams and seconded by Fran Vallo that the board has reviewed and approved the tax funding for Illinois Public Libraries and also reviewed the programming standards, listed in Chapter 9.  Motion carried unanimously.

3. It was moved by Fran Vallo and seconded by Steve Gerlach to adopt the Section 7 of OMA (5 ILCS 120/7).  Motion carried unanimously.

4. Grant updates:

a. Lois Lenski Covey Foundation Grant (Submitted)
b. Dollar General Grant (Submitted and Denied)

c. Union Pacific Grant Program (Submitted

5. Downloadable items are here – On August 31, 2012, the library began offering downloadable books, audio books, films and music through the website, www.sparta.lib.il.us.  Users must be a Sparta Public Library cardholder and have no fines or fees on their account.

Cristy feels that there has been a positive reception to the opportunity to receive downloadables through the library.  The library has several new patrons who want to use this service.
6. Donations/Memorials
a.  Chris Vallio donated $30.  The money was used to purchase new materials.

b. A $260 memorial was received in memory of Thomas Sarwark.  

c. Two books were donated by Bob Simonds in memory of Tom Lemming.

d. Terry Waldron’s brother, Tom, is donating all proceeds from his book, I Fly with Heroe, that are sold at the library.
Cristy reported that letters of appreciation have been sent.

7. Roof Repair Update
a.  The roof repair is on the city council’s agenda for their meeting tonight.

b. The on-going leakage problems were discussed.

c. Fran Vallo asked if the insurance company had been contacted, because they may pay for any internal damage.

8.  Upcoming Events were highlighted.

Added events: 

a. Friends Quarterly Meeting on September 17 at 6:30 p.m. – Library meeting room.

b. Glitter Meeting on September 18 at 6:30 p.m. – Tammy’s Grape and Grill.
It was moved by Steve Gerlach and seconded by Anne Bourner to approve the Librarian’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Don Adams stated that he thought that the board should thank Cristy and her staff for dealing with the leaky roof.

Old Business
1. Peggy Petkas reported that she left messages for Cory Rheinecker regarding the grounds and guttering, but did not receive a call back from him.  

2. Anne Bourner said the garden club has bulbs that can be planted at the front of the library.

3. A discussion on other ways to get the front of the library cleaned up followed.  It was suggested that Peggy Petkas contact C. O. Bannister regarding someone who might be able to help us get the job done.

New Business
1. Regarding Financial Reports – 
a.  Peggy Petkas asked why insurance expenses were increased by $1700.  Cristy thinks it is the second insurance payments coming in from John and her illnesses.

b. Peggy Petkas asked about the power bill:  Is the bill just gas and not electricity, because it is for $78.88 for August 1 – 31?  No definite answer was given.

2. The board discussed how we were going to meet our budget requirements through the end of our fiscal year.  No decisions were made.
3. Peggy Petkas brought up that the cleaning supplies in the front foyer were an unsightly greeting to people who entered the library and that they do not leave a very good first impression of the library.  She asked if there wasn’t a utility closet that could be used for storing the supplies.  
It was moved by Anne Bourner and seconded by Steve Gerlach to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Ann Clendenin

Secretary of the Board 

Next Stated Meeting:  October 1, 2012
