Librarian’s Report

For September 12, 2016 Meeting
a. Replacement of XP computer
The library still has one computer with a Windows XP operating system. It is a staff computer. Microsoft and the Heartland Library System have not supported XP for over a year and updates are no longer available for it. On July 5th Polaris (our library’s software platform that connects us to over 400 other libraries in Illinois) did a major upgrade. There were multiple problems resulting from the upgrade but all eventually got resolved.  Solutions for the XP computers were handled with a short-term fix. Heartland recommended that all libraries with XP start anticipating the purchase of replacements. I have description and cost from of replacing the computer.
For your consideration: The board needs a motion, discussion, and vote to replace an old XP computer.
b. Policy for messages on LED sign
I have compiled the list of suggestions for the LED sign policy. I have also created a message request form.
For your consideration: The board needs a motion, discussion and vote to approve the policy and message request form.

c. Ordering past issues of Sparta High School yearbook
The high school has yearbooks that the library can purchase if interested. These are for years that we don’t have which are 1994, 1995, 1996, 2001, 2004, and 2006-2015. They are $35 each.
For your consideration: The board needs a motion, discussion, and vote to purchase 15 yearbooks at $35 each.

d. Disposal of old shelving
I checked with Corey Rheinecker about the shelving. His response was that disposing of property is legal by the bid process. We can list our items and either have a sealed bid request or an auction.
For your consideration: The board needs a motion, discussion, and vote to auction or offer for bid the unused shelving that’s in storage.

e. E-rate Requirements
f. Per Capita Requirements – EDGE assessment

     FY2017 Requirements

Annual Report — The library must have a current Illinois Public Library Annual Report (IPLAR) on file with the Illinois State Library. 

The Sparta Public Library’s IPLAR was submitted on 5/11/16

Standards Chapter Review — Library staff will review and report on progress in meeting Chapter 6, “Access,” of Serving Our Public 3.0: Standards for Illinois Public Libraries, 2014.

Educational Programs and Training Opportunities for Patrons — Describe current or potential collaborative efforts that have benefited or will benefit local library patrons and patrons in neighboring communities.

Technology — Library board and staff will report on the impact the EDGE Assessment has had on the library, including at least one example of how the library has used or plans to use the information gleaned from the assessment.

Trustees — The library board will describe the library’s ability to meet the needs of the community as a provider of educational programs and training opportunities, will describe the library’s ability to integrate new technologies and will identify at least one activity that fosters increased resource sharing.
Updates:
Grant: Lynette Jalivay submitted and the library was awarded a Reading is Grand! grant of $500 from the Black Caucus of the American Library Association. The Sparta Public Library was one of only three libraries in the United States to receive the grant. Lynette’s program will take place in the meeting room on September 12th from 6 to 7:30 pm. This is a multi-cultural event open to the whole community.
Staff Evaluations: I will be doing staff evaluations during September and October.
PNG Final Reports: Post-project reports were submitted to the Illinois State Library on August 9th.
Great news: I received word on September 6th that we will be receiving the 2016/2017 PNG grant in the amount of $12,500. 

Robotics and Circuitry Programs

I am looking for a volunteer(s) to lead these programs. Kyle would like to do the robotics class but will probably need a second person helping.
2017 Solar Eclipse

Many libraries are gearing up to provide programming on this momentous event as Southern Illinois is a prime location of observing the total eclipse. The library received an invitation to the Regional Leaders Breakfast in Chester on October 13th. I plan to go to see what kind of programming is suggested.
1. Upcoming Events:
Sept. 1
LEGO @ the Library (All ages)

                5:30 – 6:30 pm

Sept. 5
Library Closed


Sept. 10
Sewing Club 



        10:30 am – 3:00 pm
Sept. 12
“Reading is Grand! Program


      6:00 – 7:00 pm

Sept. 12 
Board of Trustees Meeting



       7:00 pm
Sept. 13
Adult Coloring




      6:30 – 7:30 pm

Sept. 14
Movers & Shakers Story Hour


   11:00 am - Noon
Sept. 15
Anime Club 




      3:30 – 4:30 pm
Sept. 21
Movers & Shakers Story Hour


  11:00 am – Noon
Respectfully submitted by Susan Colbert on 9/12/16
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